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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 169622 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OGEN, GB 
SUBJECT: DC-8 FOR GABON 

REF: LIBREVILLE 964 

1. ACTING UPON INSTRUCTIONS, AMB. MAVOUNGOU, ACCOMPANIED 
BY COMMERCIAL ATTACHE AKANDA, CALLED ON ACTING ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY MULCAHY AUG. 1 TO INQUIRE ABOUT STATUS OF DC-8 
SALE. (NO REFERENCE WAS MADE DURING THE CONVERSATION TO 
POSSIBLE ARRIVAL OF ANOTHER PRESIDENTIAL MISSION TO LOBBY 
FOR THE SALE.) 

2. MAVOUNGOU SAID PRESIDENT BONGO WAS BECOMING INCREASING- 
LY CONCERNED ABOUT THE LONG DELAY IN REPLYING TO HIS RE- 
QUEST TO PURCHASE A DC-8 63F, AND NOTED THE LARGE AMOUNT 

OF PUBLIC FUNDS ALREADY SPENT BY THE GOG TO OBTAIN THE 
PLANE. (FYI: GOG PAID DOLS 400,000 DEPOSIT AS PER CONTRACT 
WITH SEABOARD WORLD AIRLINES ON MARCH 20, 1974. SUBSE- 
QUENTLY, ON MAY 15, GOG FORFEITED DOLS 200,000 BECAUSE EXIM 
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FINANCING HAD NOT YET BEEN SECURED. END FYI) 
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3. MAVOUNGOU WENT OVER THE REASONS BONGO WANTED TO BUY THE 
DC-8, EMPHASIZING THE PRESIDENT'S DESIRE TO USE THE 

AIRCRAFT FOR OFFICIAL PURPOSES. BONGO HAS ASKED THAT IF AN 
ANSWER CANNOT BE PROVIDED NOW THAT HE BE GIVEN A DATE WHEN 
TO EXPECT IT. MAVOUNGOU CONJECTURED ABOUT THE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT IF THE DECISION WERE UNFAVORABLE BONGO WOULD HAVE TO 

MAKE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS. 

4. RESPONDING, MULCAHY EXPRESSED REGRET THAT NO DECISION 
HAD YET BEEN MADE, BUT ASSURED THE AMB. THAT, WHILE THE 
MATTER IS STILL UNDER REVIEW BY VARIOUS GOVT AGENCIES, IT 
IS BEING GIVEN VERY CAREFUL ATTENTION. THE ACTING ASST. 
SECRETARY OFFERED THE HOPE THAT A DECISION WOULD BE FORTH- 
COMING SOON. 

5. IN DEPARTING MAVOUNGOU LEFT A DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
SUMMARIZING HIS REMARKS AND COMMENTED AMIABLY THAT THERE 
ARE NO OTHER CURRENT PROBLEMS IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. COPY OF NOTE WILL BE POUCHED. KISSINGER 
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